Bay Area Rapid Transit

BART Station Access
Guidelines

Connect to Surrounding Streets
to Shorten Pedestrian Routes

On-Street Parking to Parking Garages "Wrapped"
Support Ground Floor Retail with Active Uses

Locate Garage Entries Away
From Pedestrian and Bus Routes

Bus Intermodal Areas Separated
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Utilize Right-of-Way for
Bike/Ped Connections
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Signal Priority for Buses
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before BART can begin its implementation procedures.

The guidelines in this document are intended to provide a clear framework to assist BART staff and
contractors in designing station facilities, in order to maximize BART's ridership potential. Not all ele-
ments of the guidelines will be appropriate at a specific station, where safety and other considerations
may preclude their implementation. Please note — Nelson/Nygaard is not a traffic engineering or safety
firm, and the recommendations are not warranted for safety or other site-specific considerations. Any
designs that incorporate elements of these guidelines must ultimately be reviewed and approved by
the appropriate public safety and traffic engineering departments of each respective jurisdiction(s)
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CHAPTER 1. INTRODUCTION

BART isthe backbone of regional transit services in the
Bay Area. It encompasses 39 stations and 95 miles
of track in four densely populated Bay Area counties,
carrying around 300,000 passengers each weekday.
The extension to San Francisco International Airport,
which opened in 2003, and planned extensions to
Warm Springs, San Jose and Oakland International
Airport, will further enhance BART’s role.

BART, however, is much more than a regional transit
provider. It has a major impact on land use and lo- BART is much more than a regional transit
cal transportation in the region, particularly in the  provider It hasamajor influence on

. . . . local transportation, land use, economic
immediate neighborhoods around stations. In many development and quality of Iife in the region.
cases, BART acts as a major catalyst for better pe-

destrian and bicycle facilities and bus services in

the cities it serves. At the same time, access trips to

BART can have a significant impact on vehicle traf-

fic levels around stations, while parking lots often

occupy much of the prime real estate in the station

area. BART also has a major influence on economic

development opportunities and quality of life in the

communities it serves, allowing the creation of new

jobs and housing without increasing regional traffic

congestion and air pollution. "Access" refers to
both the trip to the
Defining Access station, and from

the station to the

Access is defined to the portion of BART riders’ trips final destination

between their origin, such as home or work, and the
station faregates, and between the faregates and
their final destination. It includes both the trip to
the station to catch a train, and the final leg of the
journey from the station to the ultimate destination.
The entire journey may involve many modes, such as
walk-bus-BART-walk, or drive-BART-bus-walk. These
guidelines consider access at all times of day, not just
in the morning peak.
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