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In recent years, some two dozen light rail sta-
tions have been built in the City of Denver. As 
part of the FasTracks program of regional rail 
expansion, multiple light and commuter rail 
stations will be added over the coming years. In 
an effort to proactively address development 
around these stations, the City and County of 
Denver sought technical assistance in developing 
citywide policies and specific station area plans.

Nelson\Nygaard has led in the area of parking 
policy, developing station parking policy guide-
lines and a TOD (transit-oriented development) 
parking “toolbox.” These have been supported 
by documentation of best practices in balancing 
competing demands for multimodal access to 
stations, cost-effective transit operations, and 
development of dense, mixed-use communities 
in the areas surrounding stations. The work has 
addressed issues such as parking “spillover” into 
adjacent neighborhoods, traffic mitigation, and 
strategies for pricing of patron parking, as well as 
design issues such as parking placement.
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