
Nelson\Nygaard completed a Pedestrian and 
Bicycle Gap Analysis for the City of New Haven, 
CT through the South Central Regional Council 
of Governments in 2009. Nelson\Nygaard 
planned a bicycle route network around down-
town New Haven, created recommendations for 
bicycle facility design, and addressed “gaps” in 
the pedestrian network that degraded the walk-
ing environment. The study area included Yale 
University, downtown New Haven, and Union 
Station. The neighborhoods adjacent to the 
downtown and the wider region were considered 
as part of the longer term development of a 
larger bicycle network.

The objective of this project was to develop 
a short, medium and long term plan to make 
walking and bicycling safer, easier and more 
accessible as a transportation alternative in 
downtown New Haven. The short term plan 
focused on low-cost, easily constructed solutions 
to create the beginning structure of a bicycle and 
pedestrian network. The goal of the short term 
plan is to integrate bicycling into the existing 
street network to encourage cycling and educate 
motorists to share the road space. The medium 
term plan focuses on improving the pedestrian 
environment through street conversions and 
consistent traffic signals. The long term plan 
further develops the short term ideas with more 
advanced bicycle facility design, additional lane 
miles of bicycle facilities, and further improve-
ments to the pedestrian environment. 
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